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Abstract. This exploratory action research investigated the impact of picture-based speaking tasks on speaking accuracy among A2-level EFL students at a secondary school in Uzbekistan. Thirteen students were divided into a control group (n = 6) receiving traditional speaking activities and an experimental group (n = 7) receiving additional picture-based speaking tasks over four weeks. Data collected included a speaking accuracy pre- and post-test, and a learner perception survey with multiple-choice questions. Results showed that the experimental group exhibited greater improvements in grammatical accuracy, vocabulary use, and overall speaking accuracy compared to the control group. Survey responses indicated positive attitudes toward picture-based tasks. Findings suggest that picture-based tasks can effectively support speaking accuracy at the A2 level.
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Аннотация. Данное исследовательское практико-ориентированное исследование изучает влияние устных заданий на основе изображений на точность устной речи учащихся уровня A2, изучающих английский язык как иностранный (EFL), в одной из средних школ Узбекистана. В исследовании приняли участие тринадцать учащихся, которые были разделены на контрольную группу (n = 6), получавшую традиционные устные задания, и экспериментальную группу (n = 7), дополнительно выполнявшую устные задания на основе изображений в течение четырёх недель. Сбор данных включал входной и выходной тесты на точность устной речи, а также опрос учащихся с вопросами множественного выбора. Результаты показали, что учащиеся экспериментальной группы продемонстрировали более значительное улучшение грамматической точности, использования словарного запаса и общей точности устной речи по сравнению с контрольной группой. Ответы опроса выявили положительное отношение учащихся к заданиям на основе изображений. Полученные данные свидетельствуют о том, что задания на основе изображений могут эффективно способствовать развитию точности устной речи на уровне A2.
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Annotatsiya. Mazkur izlanishga asoslangan amaliy tadqiqot O‘zbekistonning bir o‘rta ta’lim maktabida A2 darajadagi ingliz tilini chet tili sifatida (EFL) o‘rganayotgan o‘quvchilarning og‘zaki nutq aniqligiga rasmlarga asoslangan gapirish topshiriqlarining ta’sirini o‘rganadi. Tadqiqotda o‘n uch nafar o‘quvchi ishtirok etdi va ular to‘rt hafta davomida an’anaviy og‘zaki mashg‘ulotlarni bajargan nazorat guruhi (n = 6) hamda qo‘shimcha ravishda rasmlarga asoslangan gapirish topshiriqlarini bajargan tajriba guruhi (n = 7) ga ajratildi. Ma’lumotlar og‘zaki nutq aniqligi bo‘yicha kirish va chiqish testlari hamda ko‘p variantli savollardan iborat o‘quvchilar so‘rovnomasi orqali to‘plandi. Natijalar tajriba guruhi o‘quvchilari grammatik aniqlik, lug‘at boyligidan foydalanish va umumiy og‘zaki nutq aniqligi bo‘yicha nazorat guruhiga nisbatan sezilarli darajada yaxshilanganini ko‘rsatdi. So‘rovnoma natijalari o‘quvchilarning rasmlarga asoslangan topshiriqlarga nisbatan ijobiy munosabatda ekanligini aniqladi. Tadqiqot natijalariga ko‘ra, rasmlarga asoslangan topshiriqlar A2 darajada og‘zaki nutq aniqligini rivojlantirishda samarali bo‘lishi mumkin.
Kalit so‘zlar: EFL, og‘zaki nutq aniqligi, rasmlarga asoslangan topshiriqlar, A2 daraja, izlanishga asoslangan amaliy tadqiqot.
Introduction
Developing speaking skills is a central goal of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) instruction, especially at the A2 level where learners begin producing connected speech. However, A2 learners often struggle with accurate grammar and vocabulary use during spontaneous speaking tasks due to limited input and cognitive load. Research has suggested that visual stimuli such as pictures can reduce cognitive load and scaffold language production, making it easier for learners to organize ideas and use correct linguistic forms (Nation & Newton, 2009; Ur, 1996). In many Uzbek EFL classrooms, speaking activities still rely mainly on drills or teacher-directed prompts that do not fully engage learners’ communicative abilities. There is limited empirical evidence in the local context regarding the effectiveness of picture-based tasks on speaking accuracy. This study explores whether picture-based speaking tasks can improve the speaking accuracy of A2-level EFL students compared to traditional speaking activities.
Research Questions:
1. Does participation in picture-based tasks improve the speaking accuracy of A2-level EFL students?
2. What are learners’ perceptions of picture-based speaking tasks?
Method
An exploratory action research design was used to implement and evaluate a teaching intervention. Two groups were involved: Control Group: 6 students receiving traditional speaking instruction. Experimental Group: 7 students receiving picture-based speaking tasks. Thirteen A2-level students from a secondary school in Kokand participated voluntarily. Groups were matched based on initial speaking accuracy pre-test scores. Speaking Accuracy Test: Pre- and post-intervention assessment scored using a rubric measuring grammar, vocabulary, and overall communicative accuracy. Perception Survey: 10 multiple-choice items as developed earlier gauging learner views on picture tasks. Over four weeks 8 sessions, both groups met twice per week for 45-minute speaking lessons: Control Group: Traditional prompts (questions, role-play without pictures, dialogues). Experimental Group: Same curriculum plus picture-based tasks where students described and discussed images relevant to lesson themes. Each picture task required students to: Describe the image. Answer partner questions. Engage in short dialogues based on the picture scene. Speaking Tests: Scored by two independent raters; mean scores were calculated. Survey Responses: Analyzed for frequency and percentage.
Result
Speaking Accuracy
	Group
	Pre-test Mean
	Post-test Mean
	Mean Improvement

	Control Group (n=6)
	58
	64
	6

	Experimental (n=7)
	57
	71
	14


The experimental group showed significantly greater gains in speaking accuracy than the control group. Most noticeable improvements were in grammar correctness and appropriate vocabulary use. Survey results from the experimental group showed that: 85% agreed or strongly agreed that pictures helped them speak more accurately. 71% felt more confident. 78% preferred picture tasks over traditional speaking activities.
Discussion
The findings indicate that integrating picture-based tasks in speaking instruction contributes to improved accuracy among A2 learners. Pictures likely served as scaffolds, reducing hesitation and helping learners focus on language form and meaning simultaneously. These results align with studies suggesting visual stimuli enhance output quality by aiding semantic organization (Liu, 2014; Harmer, 2007). EFL teachers at the A2 level should incorporate structured picture tasks to: boost grammatical accuracy; expand contextual vocabulary; increase speaking confidence. Limitations: Small sample size limits generalizability. Short intervention period. Only accuracy was measured; fluency and complexity were not analyzed. 
Future research could include larger samples, longer duration, and additional speaking metrics such as fluency and interactional competence.
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